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Captain John Bargrave's Charges Against the Former 
Government of Virginia, 1622. 



( Abstract from English Public Record Office, by W. N. Sainsbury. ) 



[The long wrangle between Captain John Bargrave and Sir 
Thos. Smythe, was one of the incidents in the factional dispute 
which divided the Virginia Company, and the various persons 
interested in Virginia. 

Captain John Bargrave, of Patricksbourne, in Kent, "after 
ten yeares service in the Warres," became a member of the Vir- 
ginia Company, and claimed to be "the first person who estab- 
lished a private plantation in Virginia," probably about 1618. 
He claimed to have " a patent of free trade from the Va. Com- 
pany," and prior to 1619, "had bought and set out divers 
ships." On March 5, 1616-7, the Company allowed him 
fifteen shares of land in Virginia for his services. There 
was a long dispute between Sir Thomas Smythe and Captain 
John Bargrave in regard to his trade to Virginia and the Sum- 
mer Islands, which began prior to 1619, and continued as long 
as Smythe lived. Early in 1620 he was granted a patent for 
lands in Virginia by the Sandys's administration. In February, 
1620-21, he presented his "learned treatise upon the govern- 
ment of Virginia, by a gentleman refusing to be named," to the 
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Virginia Company. It was signed " Ignotus." He wrote many 
petitions, &c. , to the Company and to persons in authority. A 
long letter to the Lord Treasurer is printed in Neill's Virginia 
Vetusta, 154-161. His brother, Captain George Bargrave, who 
was also interested in the Virginia Company, married the daugh- 
ter of a John Martin (who Mr. Alexander Brown is sure was 
Captain John Martin). Other brothers were Isaac, Dean of Can- 
terbury, and Robert, who was probably the Captain Robert Bar- 
grave, mentioned in a patent (p. 187, ante), as being an owner 
of land at Martin's Brandon. For a notice of Captain John 
Bargrave, see Brown's Genesis, .] 

(Inclosed in a Petition of Jno. Bargrave to Privy Council.) 

April 12, 1622. 

Articles drawn out of the information of John Bargrave, show- 
ing the several abuses of the former government of the planta- 
tion of Virginia. Showing as he has formerly done, both in 
Parliament and Chancery, the granting of letters patents for the 
advancement of said plantation by the King, and his Maj. in- 
structions whereby the adventurers were to have free trade in 
Virginia. 

First Bargrave charges Sir Thomas Smith to have (contrary 
to said patent instructions & the common laws of England), 
printed a certain book of tyrannical government in Virginia, 
whereby many of the King's subjects there, lost their lives and 
were brought into slavery, and petitioner and those he employed, 
much damnified to their great loss. 

That said Sir Thomas Smith, Alderman Johnson & others by 
practice and faction, have framed a company which is able to 
carry the government as they list; has made a monopoly of the 
plantation and the labors of all the planters, sinking and raising 
the prices of commodities as they list, barring free trade from 
any but themselves, by setting the prices only of tobacco and 
sassafras. All other commodities are neglected there, so that 8 
or 10 ships going to Virginia in one year returned empty. That 
Sir Thomas Smith by secret instructions to the Governor in Vir- 
ginia to bar the petitioners trade, and by detaining his goods and 
the fraudulent sale of them and making stay of his ships, hath 
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prejudiced petitioner & his partners to the value of ,£6,600. 
That petitioner hath made proof of these abuses in Chancery be- 
fore the Lord Keeper, who finding it to be a matter of state re- 
ferred petitioner to the Privy Council. That this faction and 
popular government founded on a joint stock will, if not pre- 
vented, make it incapable of that form which must hold it to 
England; the joint stock being all spent, this ill effect in the gen- 
eral government should likewise cease. That the plantation 
now subsisting only of the public servants planted by the lotter- 
ies and divers private colonies, the greater colony will carry the 
govern 1 from the lesser and London, together with the Exchange 
steered by the governors to work his own ends out of them all, 
by making the governor in Virginia his creature, he may dispose 
of the whole plantation or of any private man's estate as he list. 
This by experience peti r has found true, and altho' good laws 
of late have been made to prevent it, and that the government 
be now in good hands, nothing but altering the form thereof can 
do it, which alteration according to the increase of the planta- 
tion is promised by his Maj. instructions, dated 1 2 November, 4 
Jac, 1 (1606). That if any private adventurer receive prejudice 
from the Body politic of the company, they stand liable first to 
censure by the state for breach of their Commission, secondly to 
the Company, there being a law in print against such acts that 
punishes them with disfranchisement; thereby damages are to be 
recovered by law or equity. 

Petitioner groaning under the burthen of the oppressions hath 
since his first entering into the plantation, endeavoured a means 
of redress, and in the end drawing it to a method and form, he 
tended it to Sir Thomas Smith some four years since, together 
with a means to gain a growing & increasing stock, by erecting 
a Magazine for the public, and making it the farmer to the king 
of the sole importation of tobacco, but he refused it notwith- 
standing the king then offered the sole importation for ,£5,000 
per ann., and that there was then to be received above 20 or 
,£30,000 of the publie lottery Monies, ^5,000 whereof would 
then have made this stock, his deputy & others joining with him 
dreaming to take it themselves as they afterwards offered £& or 
^10,000 for it. That there is now no way left to make this pub- 
lic stock but by searching into the old debts and Sir Thomas 
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Smith's gross and unexaminable accounts and the abuses of the 
government. Entreats their Lordships to aid in obtaining a 
commission from his Maj. for the rectifying, examining & order- 
ing said Government, that thereby the petitioner may be re- 
lieved, the public wrongs redressed and such a form settled that 
doing right to all parties interested in the plantation, it may fix 
the government of Virginia in a dependency on the crown ot 
England. That there is a learned treatise by Ignotus concerning 
the Goverm' of Virginia, to which the Court hath given good 
allowance, and which petitioner entreats may likewise be brought 
in, that there may be no help wanting to give furtherance to this 
noble business or conduce to the attaining of this last end of 
holding the plantation to England. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 2, 
No. 4, I.) 



Kidnapping Maidens, to be Sold in Virginia, 1618. 



( Abstract, from English Pub. Record Office, by W. N. Sainsbury. ) 



[Kidnapping persons to be sold as servants in the Colonies, 
or inducing them, under false pretenses to emigrate, was a crime 
flagrant during the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries. Mr. 
Bruce {Economic History of Virginia in the ijth Century, I, 
613-618) discusses, with his usual thoroughness of research, the 
subject as regards the earlier century. In the later, though the 
evil was probably lessened by advancing civilization, it was by 
no means put an end to. In the novels and drama of the period, 
it has a place, along with impressment for the navy, as a favorite 
method for the villain of the plot to rid himself of a person who 
stands in his way. The most famous case which occurred in 
Great Britain was the abduction of James Annesly, son of Lord 
Altham, in 1728. Though there was a doubt as to the boy's 
legitimacy, his uncle, Richard, thought him so dangerous that he 
contrived to have him carried to Pennsylvania, and sold to a 
planter named Drummond, of Newcastle. In 1743 he managed 
to return to Ireland, and laid claim to the title and estates. In 
an ejectment suit for the latter he was successful in 1743, but 



